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LOCATION

Nestled on the picturesque coast of Port Macquarie,

New South Wales, Tacking Point Lighthouse stands as §

a beacon of history and natural beauty. Offering
spectacular views and a serene environment, the
lighthouse and surrounding headland are treasured
by locals and tourists alike. The location is renowned
for its prime whale-watching opportunities and forms
part of the stunning 9.1-kilometre coastal walk that
attracts visitors from around the globe. However, the
area's popularity also led to significant environmental
degradation, prompting the need for an essential
upgrade to protect this beloved landmark.
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ROJECT TIMELINE

Tacking Point Lighthouse is one of Australia's most
iconic coastal landmarks. Constructed in 1879 by the
renowned New South Wales architect James Barnet, it
holds the distinction of being the thirteenth oldest
lighthouse in the country. Perched atop a rocky
headland, the lighthouse offers unparalleled panoramic
views of the surrounding coastline. The area is renowned
for its whale-watching opportunities, as humpback and
other whale species pass by during their migration.

The coastal environment surrounding the lighthouse is characterized by rugged cliffs,
sandy beaches, and the incredible scenic beauty of the Pacific Ocean. As a popular
tourist destination, the location has long been a favourite spot for both casual visitors
and those seeking to experience the natural wonders of New South Wales.

However, over time, the increased foot traffic and popularity of the area led to the
deterioration of its natural features, sparking the need for an upgrade to both preserve

the environment and improve public access.
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PROJECT

DM Composites was selected to deliver the FRP solution for the Tacking Point
Lighthouse Boardwalk upgrade, a project that would make this treasured spot even
more accessible while protecting the area from further degradation. The project,
funded by a generous $750,000 from the NSW Government and $450,000 from the
Port Macquarie Hastings Council, aimed to enhance public access while ensuring
the protection of the surrounding environment.

KEY FEATURES

FRP Boardwalk: The upgraded pathway was constructed using high-quality Fibre Reinforced
Polymer (FRP) material. This solution not only ensures durability and environmental
sustainability but also provides a smooth, gentle grade, making it accessible for all visitors,
including families with children, wheelchair users, and those with prams. The design eliminated
any steps, ensuring complete accessibility throughout the area.

Strategic Pathway Design: The placement of the boardwalk was meticulously planned to
minimize environmental disruption. Detailed assessments were made to ensure the pathway
followed the natural contours of the landscape, avoiding sensitive areas and aligning with the
existing natural features.

Safety and Accessibility: The boardwalk includes accessible handrails and safety fencing to
ensure the safety of all users. These elements were integrated seamlessly into the design,
complementing the natural surroundings while offering enhanced support for visitors.

Viewing Platforms and Lookouts: Several —
strategic whale-watching lookouts and
viewing platforms were incorporated into
the design. These additions provide the
perfect vantage points for visitors to enjoy
the breathtaking views and observe the
migrating whales in their natural habitat.

Local Artwork: Artistic features by local
artists Rachel Cross and Tarran Marr-Harris
were integrated into the design of the
boardwalk and surrounding areas. These
artistic elements not only contribute to
the local culture but also enhance the
overall aesthetic appeal of the site.

Environmental Consideration: By
utilizing FRP materials from DM
Composites, known for their longevity and
minimal environmental footprint, the
project aimed to preserve the area for
future generations.
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CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

One of the key challenges faced during the project was ensuring that the boardwalk design
met both accessibility and environmental requirements as per AS 1428. The landscape around
Tacking Point Lighthouse is uneven and rocky, making it difficult to create a stable, accessible
path. By using FRP materials and working closely with key stakeholders, DM Composites was
able to develop a solution that balanced both functionality and ecological sensitivity.

OUTCOME

The completion of the Tacking Point
Lighthouse Boardwalk marks a
significant achievement for the local
community. The upgraded pathway now
provides safe, accessible access to one of
Australia’'s most iconic landmarks,
ensuring that all visitors—whether local
residents, tourists, or those with mobility
challenges—can enjoy the stunning
views and whale-watching experiences
this area has to offer.

The use of sustainable FRP materials from DM Composites not only ensures
the longevity and durability of the boardwalk but also minimizes the
environmental impact, preserving the natural beauty of the location for
years to come. Additionally, the inclusion of local artwork and culturally
significant features ensures that the boardwalk is not just a functional
pathway but also a celebration of the community and its heritage.

The Tacking Point Lighthouse Boardwalk is now a key feature in Port Macquarie’s coastal
landscape, offering visitors a safe and immersive way to experience the beauty of the
region. As we continue to innovate and deliver product, solutions and services that
enhance public spaces, DM Composites remains at the forefront of providing sustainable,
durable, and accessible infrastructures made with composite materials.
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